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NOTES AND LITERATURE. 

GENERAL BIOLOGY. 

Jenkins and Kellogg on Nature Study. — Under the title of 
Lessons in Nature Study Professors Jenkins and Kellogg of Stanford 
University have issued a volume (Whitaker & Ray, San Francisco) 
which should be of great service to teachers. It contains simple 
directions for the study of natural objects within reach of children. 
Among these are the dandelion, the mosquito, the toadstool, pond 
insects, spiders, crystals, ferns, birds, etc. These lessons are based 
on actual experience in dealing with children. The book is well 
illustrated and fairly printed. D S T 



ZOOLOGY. 



"Bird "Watching" 1 is the modest title of a new volume in the 
Haddon Hall Library. There are a dozen chapters, dealing with a 
variety of British birds, and constituting a record of patient "watch- 
ing " of great plover on open, sandy wastes ; wheatears on warren 
lands ; great skuas and shags on far northern islands ; winter birds 
at a straw stack, etc. The account of the actions of these and other 
birds often takes the form of long extracts from the author's note- 
book, but his personality and feeling for style give his observations 
an unusually bright and readable character. Occasionally he pushes 
his fancies to the verge of extravagance, and frequent digressions 
increase the burden of legitimate detail which the reader willingly 
bears. While there' is constant evidence of painstaking accuracy of 
statement, the author's interest in the problems connected with the 
evolution of habit and plumage tempt him often into rather fruitless 
speculation. 

The book must be very welcome to the lovers of British birds and 
will be read with interest not only by American ornithologists but 
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Seloiis, Edmund. Bird Watching. The Haddon Hall Library. London, 
J. M. Dent & Co., igoi. 8vo, x -|- 347 pp., 14 illustrations. 

6j 



64 THE AMERICAN JVA TURALIST. [Vol. XXXVI. 

also by many of the growing class of amateur naturalists. Detailed 
observation of familiar birds (such as Mr. Frank Bolles's paper on 
" Sap Suckers ") will constitute an ever-increasing proportion of the 
literature of our popular ornithology, which has hitherto been marked 
by the not unnatural tendency to magnify the importance of a new or 
unfamiliar species. 

The paper, print, and binding are extremely attractive. There are 
fourteen full-page drawings by J. Smit. These drawings, if neces- 
sarily less accurate than the now omnipresent photograph from nature, 
possess a welcome softness and repose. -n jj 

A New Economic Entomology. 1 — In a neat little volume of about 
three hundred pages, Prof. H. Kolbe has compiled an admirable 
treatise on Gartenfeinde und Gartenfreunde; it constitutes Vols. 
XXXIV-XXXVI of the great German " Garten-Bibliothek." This 
little venture of the author into the economic field will be of interest 
to American entomologists, as we are familiar with his great work, 
Einfilhrung in die Kenntnis der Insekten. Notwithstanding the wealth 
of German literature on injurious insects and plant diseases, Garten- 
feinde und Gartenfreunde fills an unoccupied niche, for it deals with 
both the animal (principally insects) and fungous enemies in a way 
suited to the needs of every German gardener. 

After a brief discussion of the structure, the classification, and the 
various groups of insects, a dozen pages are devoted to remedial and 
preventive measures. Here the author introduces some of our Ameri- 
can methods, but it is evidently unfamiliar ground. Sirrine's poisoned- 
resin mixture is recommended for garden caterpillars, and the Bor- 
deaux mixture for nearly all fungous diseases ; but our kerosene 
emulsion he calls "petroleumbnihe," and under "kerosene emulsion " 
he gives the formula for our potash whale-oil soap. Among reme- 
dies for plant-lice and thrips he mentions Paris green used dry. It 
is also an interesting fact that nowhere else in the book are any of 
our arsenical or other poisons recommended for killing insects ; cur- 
rant worms are to be shaken off onto a sheet instead of poisoned, and 
the universal poison spray of American orchardists for the codling- 
moth and other caterpillars is not mentioned. Most of the remedial 
measures involve hand work. The discussion of preventive meas- 
ures is excellent, and the chapters on state, communal, and social 

1 Kolbe, H. Gartenfeinde und Gartenfreunde. Die fur den Gartenbau schad- 
lichen und nutzlichen Lebewesen. Garten-Bibliothek, Bd. xxxiv-xxxvi. Berlin, 
Karl Sigismund, 1901. Svo, iii+318 pp., 76 figs. 



